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Requirements of Nurse Practitioner Education in the Field of Primary Care:
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Abstract

[Objective]
This study aimed to clarify issues related to nurse practitioner (NP) education and identify the skills
required in the workplace by NPs by surveying graduates of the NP course of University A.

[Methods]

The participants were 10 NPs who had graduated from the NP courses of the graduate school of
University A. The study was conducted in October 2014 and involved focus group interviews.
Verbatim transcripts of the interviews were qualitatively and inductively analyzed.

[Results]

The analysis revealed 31 subcategories and 12 categories. The graduates spoke of ‘the importance
of 3P education’ and after graduation “received education from physicians,” which required ‘the
ability to communicate with physicians and the ability to give presentations.” However, graduates
‘struggled to discover their own role’ and engaged in “activities that went beyond the ward” and
“education of nurses.” The graduates also felt that ‘the broad ability to comprehend patients is a
strength of NPs” and that ‘the arrival of NPs allowed for seamless nursing care.’

[Conclusions]

After graduation, it is important that NPs learn from and cooperate with physicians using their
education at graduate school as a foundation. NPs who have learned about nursing science
recognized the broad ability to comprehend patients as a strength of NPs. Moreover, NPs were able
to provide seamless care to patients by coordinating with physicians and nurses. Graduate school
education must strengthen graduates’ management ability, ability to coordinate with team members,
ability to make ethical decisions, ability to comprehensively assess health based on evidence, and
ability to manage medical treatment.

Key Words : Nurse practitioner, Primary care, Graduate, Graduate school education, Ability

HANP2*&3 2018 vol2 no.l 17-25




